
Matthew 

Chapter 10 

When the Kingdom becomes Personal 
 

I want to be careful how I say this, but chapter 10 again is Matthews’s poet collection 

These verses from a Westerners perspective do not belong together…meaning chronologically 

But Matthew is painting a picture for us 

* Chapter 4 (Moses scene), 5-7 (Mt Sinai), 8-9 (spectrum of healings), 10 (Kingdom commission) 

These verses do not go together at all chronologically, but Matthew is painting a picture of Messiah 

E.g. compared with Luke -1-4 (Luke 6), thru verse 16 (Luke 9/10), 17-25 (some in Luke 21), 26-33 (beginning of Luke 

12), 34-36 (end of Luke 12), 37-39 (Luke 14) 

And if that isn’t enough mixed in here is also the sending out of the 70 as well 

 

• Matthew 10:1-15 

* Spoken a lot about the HUGE diversity of the disciples…MIRACLE they can coexist 

Up to this point, how many decisions have the disciples made? 

Other than following Him, none 

Now THEY are being asked to participate in the Kingdom 

Not just a sign of the 12, they are being asked to be part of the Kingdom movement 

How much? 

What do you feel when you read what Jesus commissions them to do? Do you buy it at all? 

I quite honestly just don’t believe these to be possible today…an indictment of my own faith 

Why don’t we see these things? 

 

• Matthew 10:5-6 

Again we have talked about this a lot but what does this mean 

Jesus AGAIN is Israel’s Messiah 

Eventually God will fling open the flood gates to the Gentiles (Matthew 28:19)…but not yet 

Lest you think God is not enamored with His people Israel… 

199 times alone in the OT the phrase “The God of Israel” is used 

• Is. 49:15-16 

How would the Jews have handled it if Jesus would have been reaching the Gentiles right out of the gate? 

 

• Matthew 10:7 

How could the Kingdom be a future event if Jesus could speak of it as having already arrived? 

The Greek word for "is at hand," engiken, is in the perfect indicative, which denotes completed action. A better 

translation would be, "The Kingdom of Heaven is here." 

Heaven is Hebraic in the 2
nd

 Temple period for God, avoiding using His name 

Not in written Torah but the Oral Torah 

And near is not in reference to time, but space…His rule 

Story in Rabbinic literature about Rabbi Gamaliel: 

A bridegroom is exempt from reciting the Shema on the first night of his marriage.... When Rabban Gamaliel married 

he recited the Shema on the first night. His disciples said to him: "Master, didn't you teach us that a bridegroom is 

exempt from reciting the Shema on the first night?" "I will not listen to you," he replied, "so as to cast off from myself 

the kingdom of Heaven even for a moment." (Mishnah, Berachot 2:5) 

The ruling that a bridegroom is exempt from reciting the Shema on the first night of his marriage is not found in the 

Written Torah, but it is part of the Oral Torah. One was permitted, as it were, to put aside the kingdom temporarily. 

Gamaliel, however, refused to forget about the kingdom even for a few moments.  

 

• Matthew 10:7-15 

Vs. 12-13 = shalom = well being, welfare, health, success, contentment, comfort, wholeness 

Common Jewish blessing 

Given Jesus’ thoughts about people that reject the message and help, what can you glean for His heart for His disciples? 

 

• Matthew 10:16-21 



What do you make of this comment in verse 18 in light of the first section where they aren’t supposed to go to the 

Gentiles? 

Again, you get this little hint that things will open up…not time yet…but soon, very soon 

Does this sound like much of a half time speech? What do you make of this? What do you think they are thinking? 

Does this message stop them? Why? What do you make of these guys? 

 

• Matthew 10:22-23 

If you are the disciples, what is your big question? 

When will all this take place right…is this a way out there event, or is this something I really need to worry about now 

So the question then is, what does verse 23 mean because Jesus seems to allude to timing here? 

* Recap Mark 13 – apocalyptic passage, but not about 2
nd

 coming 

• Mark 13:24-26 

Reference to Daniel 7 

• Daniel 7:13-14 

When it speaks of the Son of Man “coming”, what direction is He going, towards earth or towards God? 

He is headed from earth to God 

• Matthew 10:23 

So what is Jesus saying here? 

Here is your time frame…you won’t even get to every city in our own country before you see Me lifted up and 

vindicated 

The resurrection is the single strongest point of vindication for Jesus’ life 

The disciples will face: 

1. persecution 

2. times where God will have to speak for them and will 

3. divided families 

4. chasing from town to town 

5. difficult conversations before rulers 

Eventually Jesus will be vindicated, and the disciples will be encouraged by His resurrection 

And on those people where the “peace” of the disciples blessing does not rest, they will be judged, worse than Sodom 

and Gomorrah 

But THEY will be rescued 

• Matthew 10:16-22 

In verse 22, there is a “but.” Why is it there? What is it contrasting? 

There is bad news, BUT let m encourage you 

Verse 23 is thus not just a warning, but a PROMISE to these faithful disciples 

But Jesus wants them AWAKE…warned 

• Matthew 10:16 

What is innocence like without shrewdness? What is shrewdness like without innocence? 

Naiveté & Manipulative 

 

• Matthew 10:24-31 

Side note – housetops were flat, they would go up on top during nice weather…could talk back and forth 

Everything hidden will be obvious. What does that mean to these guys and why would that alleviate fear? 

Jesus will be vindicated (23), and the disciples will be seen as having been faithful to Israel’s true Messiach 

In 24-28, Jesus tells them not to be afraid 

And in 31 He reiterates it based upon how deeply God knows them, loves them, and will care for them 

But then He throws in this monkey wrench about fear 

The one you should be afraid of is the one that can destroy you in Gehenna 

Why would Jesus tell His followers to BE AFRAID, then to NOT BE AFRAID, then to BE AFRAID? 

I know in a lot of our Bibles the He is capitalized 

But I am not so sure 

Jesus may actually be warning them about The Accuser here 

God is the One we do not need to fear 

 

• Matthew 10:32-42 

It is not Jesus’ goal to create division…it is inevitable 

• Quotes the Prophet Micah, 7:6, where this very same thing is warned about…one they would have known 


